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you resolved to sentence ten generals to death. I alone of all the
members1 opposed the proposal All of you then cried out for my death.
But I stood firm; I thought that I ought to face death or imprisonment
rather than join you in your unjust proposal This happened in the
days of democracy.

"When democracy had yielded place to oligarchy in this city,
a person named Lyson2 was ordered to be brought over, so that he
could be put to death as sentenced. I was among those who received
this order. I knew that the sentence of death against Lyson had been
passed unjustly.3 I ran the risk of death if I refused to go and bring him
over. I did not fear death; I refused to go. If that Government had
not been overthrown soon afterwards,4 I would certainly have been put
to death.

"You will now see that if I had taken part in public affairs and
had always upheld the cause of justice, (Justice being the breath
of my life, I could not have done otherwise.) I could not have re-
mained alive all these years. Throughout my whole life I have done
no one an injustice, in private or in public; I have never acted in viola-
tion of justice. I have never presumed to be a teacher. But I never re-
fused to answer anyone's questions, if he sought me out to learn from me.
Moreover, I pay the same attention to the questions of both the poor and
the rich, answering each one to the best of my ability. If, in spite of
this, anyone has failed to learn goodness from my words, I am not to be
blamed. If anyone among you asserts that I taught one thing to one man
and something else to another, be sure he does not speak the truth.

"It has been asked why so many persons want to spend their time
in my company; you know the reason why. If there are persons who think
that they are wise while they are not, other persons delight to hear
them cross-examined. It is certainly very amusing to listen to that.
I think it is a duty enjobed upon me by a god that I should examine
people. I have done nothing wrong thereby. If it is true that I have
corrupted the young by my teaching, those of them who are now grown
up and are in a position to understand their true interests would have
come forward to accuse me in your presence. Or even if they did not
do so, their kinsmen would have come forward to do so. I see some
of these young men and their kinsmen here in this assembly. Why
has Meletus not called any of them as witnesses? If he and my other

1An English translation has "presidents",
2 An' English translation has "Leon".
3 This incident, which marked the beginning of Plato's disillusionment, is
discussed in his Seventh Letter.
4 This refers to the resumption of democratic government in Athens after a
succession of oligarchies.